Amelioration of acute graft vs host disease due to minor histocompatibility antigens by in vivo administration of anti-interleukin 2 receptor antibody.
Lethal acute graft vs host disease (GVHD) elicited by minor histocompatibility antigens was studied in a murine model of bone marrow transplantation (B10.BR----CBA). The severity of GVHD was reduced by both clinical and histologic parameters when transplant recipients received injections of a monoclonal antibody directed against the interleukin 2 receptor. This study suggests that anti-interleukin 2 receptor antibodies may be useful in clinical marrow transplantation and provides additional evidence that monoclonal antibodies that block T cell function in vitro may be of therapeutic value in vivo.